
AlleyCatAction W I N T E R  2 0 0 7

Editor

Anne Dooley

Alley Cat Action
Volume 17, Issue No. 2, Winter 2007

Board Members

Donna Wilcox, President

Becky Robinson, Treasurer

Tamara Kukla, Secretary
National Cable & 
Telecommunications 
Association

Beth Ayres
U.S. Fuel Cells Council 

Karyen Chu, PhD
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation

Eric N. Raphael
Leadership Pittsburgh, Inc.

Board of Advisors

Ellen Perry Berkeley
Author, Maverick Cats; 
TNR—Past, Present, and 
Future

Donna Bishop
Alliance for Animals

Tippi Hedren
The Roar Foundation

W. Marvin Mackie, DVM
Animal Birth Control Clinics

Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson
Author

Esther Mechler
SPAY/USA

Michael Mountain
Best Friends Animal Society

Jenny Remfry, PhD, VetMB, 
UK

James R. Richards, DVM
Cornell Feline Health Center

Roger Tabor, MBIO, MPhil, FLS
Author, Biologist, Naturalist

AnnaBell Washburn
PAWS, Martha’s Vineyard

Board of Scientific Advisors

Marcus Brown, DVM,
Capital Cat Clinic

Brenda Griffin, DVM, MS, 
Diplomate ACVIM
Cornell University

Frank Hamilton, PhD
Eckerd College
Julie Levy, DVM, PhD, ACVIM
University of Florida

Margaret Slater, DVM, PhD
Texas A&M University

Visit us online:

www.alleycat.org 
www.nationalferalcatday.org

Alley Cat Allies
7920 Norfolk Avenue, Suite 600
Bethesda, MD 20814-2525
Tel: 240-482-1980
Fax: 240-482-1990 
E-mail: alleycat@alleycat.org

W. M. Anderson, Esq.
Alaina Chapman
John Davis
Pilara Felgate
Lisa Forrest
Jessica Frohman
Elise Fullerton
John Jankowski
Elena Johnson

Kim Kean
Adriana Montano
Elizabeth Moran
Elizabeth Parowski
Elise Ravenscroft
Kris Rerecich
Briana Rose
Amy Vaniotis

Staff

National Director

Becky Robinson
Executive Director

Donna Wilcox

Alley Cat Allies

© 2007, Alley Cat Allies
All rights reserved. We may 
make this material available for 
use by other groups, but none of 
it may be reproduced in any for-
mat without specific permission 
from Alley Cat Allies.
Alley Cat Allies is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
and tax-exempt organization. ACA’s 
federal employer ID number (EIN) 
is 52-1742079. All contributions, 
donations, and gifts are tax-deduct-
ible, as allowed by law.
Alley Cat Action is designed by 
BonoTom Studio, Inc., 
Arlington, Virginia.

Special thanks to Ellen Perry 
Berkeley.
It is Alley Cat Allies’ practice to 
exchange the names of our do-
nors with other charities that share 
our values. We do this in order to 
both expand our donor base and 
to spread our mission and to sup-
port those charities who we feel 
are working toward the good of 
animals and our community. Please 
notify us if you would prefer that 
we not share your name. We would 
be happy to remove your informa-
tion from our exchange list.
Printed on recycled paper. 
1/17/2007

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Nothing “Necessary” About This Evil
What gets us into trouble is not what we 

don’t know.

It’s what we know for sure that just ain’t so.

 —MARK TWAIN 

MORE CATS are intentionally killed in 
the United States than die from any 
other cause.

Who is responsible? Surely there are not 
that many depraved individuals. And, in fact, 
there aren’t. The vast majority of these killings 
are perpetrated not by cruel individuals, but 
under the authority of an antiquated animal 
control system. In particular, the killings are 
performed by government employees and 
government contractors, and spill over to private 
shelter employees. Everyone deplores this killing. 
Many characterize it as ”evil.” What 
separates Alley Cat Allies (ACA) from 
many other organizations that claim 
it is a ”necessary evil” is that ACA 
knows it is not. 

Today’s animal control system 
began over 100 years ago to address 
certain serious harms that dogs posed 
to humans. That system has become 
widespread and deeply entrenched; 
it is now written into all state and many local 
government laws, and also includes govern-
ment buildings, equipment and personnel, and 
government contracts, budgets and revenues. 
The system is based on ownership of animals; 
it seeks to control animals by controlling their 
owners. The laws are a collection of owner duties 
to prevent damage, such as duties to leash, to 
muzzle, to fence, to vaccinate. But in the past 
three decades, the stray animal population has 
undergone a radical change. Cats have eclipsed 
dogs as the majority of the stray population, 
and many of these cats are not socialized to 

humans because they are offspring of a lost or 
abandoned owned animal.

Nevertheless, many animal organizations 
insist that the historic system based on owner 
liability continues to be viable today, and ignore 
the changed demographics of the unowned 
stray animal population. They claim that we 
need to strengthen the existing system; broaden 
existing laws to include cats, increase enforce-
ment, impose more fines—in short, do more 
of the same. And in the interim, continue to 
accept that killing is a necessary evil.

But feral cats are not socialized to humans. 
They are not adoption candidates. To put them 
into an animal control system, where the only 
positive outcome is adoption, is to hand these 

animals a death sentence. For these 
reasons, Alley Cat Allies insists that a 
new animal control system is neces-
sary—a system that offers positive 
outcomes for stray and feral cats. In 
other words, we recognize that the 
historic animal control system is the 
problem, not the solution. 

Fortunately, a viable, nonlethal 
alternative has already been identi-

fied and is being implemented in communities 
across the world. 

Since 1990, ACA has been the national 
leader in humane education about feral cats 
and in promoting Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) as 
the only humane, effective method to reduce 
their population. Now you can help ACA spread 
the truth about the plight of feral cats. Help us 
reform the system of government-sanctioned 
killings. Together we can spread the word that 
the ”necessary evil” of killing cats is anything 
but necessary. 

Thank you so much for your support. ●

Our Mission: Alley Cat Allies is dedicated to advocating for nonlethal methods to reduce 
outdoor cat populations.

Our Vision: Alley Cat Allies envisions the time when TNR and other nonlethal control measures for 
managing outdoor cat populations are accepted as the standard.

What Is TNR? TRAP-NEUTER-RETURN  (TNR) is a full management plan in which stray and 
feral cats already living outdoors in cities, towns, and rural areas are humanely trapped, then 
evaluated, vaccinated, and sterilized by veterinarians. Kittens and tame cats are adopted into 
good homes. Healthy cats too wild to be adopted are returned to their familiar habitat under 
the lifelong care of volunteers.
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