
IndyFeral outreach volunteer Patty 
Woods provides Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) education to individuals who are 
trapping and taking cats to Indianapolis 
Animal Care and Control (IACC). She 
explains that feral cats are not appropriate 
for adoption into a traditional home 
setting and have only one outcome at the 
shelter — euthanasia. Most of the people 
she talks to are appalled to find out the 
cats will be killed and explain they would 
not have taken them to IACC if they had 
known. They believed that the cats would 
be adopted. Many had been taking cats to 
IACC for years as their colonies grew to 
overwhelming levels. 

As it is now, IACC can’t save and 
support the overwhelming number 
of accidental litters, stray, and family 
cats brought through the shelter doors 
everyday. Nearly 72% of the cats that 
enter government-run city shelters are 
killed due to lack of resources. For feral 
(unsocialized) cats/kittens brought to 
IACC in traps, the kill rate rises to 
virtually 100%. Last year, 3,500 cats /
kittens were killed at IACC due to lack 

of homes or not enough space at the 
shelter. Patty explains to people how 
TNR offers a humane, non-lethal method 
to stop the unchecked breeding of the 
cats without harming them. Once these 
residents understand the scope of the cat 
overpopulation crisis in Indianapolis, and 
the non-lethal TNR options available 
through IndyFeral and FACE, those who 
had been routinely taking cats to IACC 
agree to take these cats back after surgery, 
vaccination, and eartip. 

In 2011, over 100 citizens who were 
previously trapping and taking cats to 
IACC were enrolled as caretakers in our 
TNR program. The new caretakers also 
receive information on food, sheltering, 
adoption and medical resources available 
to assist them in caring for their outdoor 
cats. The most gratifying thing to Patty 
about working in the neighborhoods and 
talking with the residents is that people are 
grateful for an alternative to euthanasia, 
and breaking the cycle of trap and kill. 

Breaking the Cycle of Trap and Kill

IndyFeral Receives a $100,000 
Grant from PetSmart Charities® 

IndyFeral was honored in 2011 with a $100,000 
grant from PetSmart Charities® to launch a two-year 
neighborhood cat initiative in collaboration with the 
FACE Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic on Massachusetts 
Avenue. The initiative will provide free spay/neuter 
services for neighborhood cats in Indianapolis for 
caretakers who live in ZIP codes 46201 and 46203. These 
two ZIP codes have historically had the highest rate of 
cat intake at Indianapolis Animal Care and Control. 
They are also plagued with the highest rate of abandoned 
animals in the city, which has been exacerbated by the 
recent economic, housing, and foreclosure crisis. Many 
animals are not even taken to a shelter. Instead, they are 
being turned out on the street or left behind without 
food or water. The residents who live in the target ZIP 
codes are the least equipped to help stray and feral cats 
due to their limited financial means or transportation — 
25% of residents do not own a vehicle. 

The goal of the initiative is to reduce the 
neighborhood cat crisis in Indianapolis by increasing 
spay/neuter capacity and Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
services. Outside cats are the greatest source of cat 
overpopulation and produce 80% of the cats and kittens 
that flood the shelters. 

“I am so glad for IndyFeral’s help and for PetSmart 
Charities'® financial support. Right now, it takes my 

whole paycheck to pay my bills. IndyFeral and PetSmart 
Charities® allowed me to help the cats that live in my 
backyard and give them a better life,” said Mildred G. 

To help combat cat overpopulation, the FACE Spay/
Neuter Clinic recently launched the Neighborhood Cat 
Program for free-roaming cats. Ellen Robinson, executive 
director of the FACE 
clinic states, “cats 
survive and continue 
to reproduce even in 
the most challenging 
outdoor situations. 
The only way to get 
a handle on the cat 
population is through 
very aggressive spay/
neuter efforts. Our 
Neighborhood Cat 
Program is designed 
to make it as easy 
as possible for 
Indianapolis residents 
to neuter and care for these outdoor cats.” 

IndyFeral hosts spay/neuter clinics every Thursday 
and two Sundays a month, staffed by volunteers. There 
is a waiting list of more than 500 cats. 

“  I am so glad for IndyFeral’s help and for PetSmart Charities'® � nancial 
support. Right now it takes my whole paycheck to pay my bills. IndyFeral 
and PetSmart Charities® allowed me to help the cats that live in my 
backyard and give them a better life.” – Mildred G.

After the loss of my mother, 
my husband and I had been going 
to PetSmart on the weekends to 
do what we called “pet therapy.” 
Holding the cats always seemed to 
lift my spirits. Imagine my surprise 
when a little 4-month-old kitten 
curled up in my arms and licked 
my neck and face non-stop. He 
then did the same to my husband. 

We left for supplies and when we 
came back, this little kitten saw us 
and came running. He obviously 
had chosen us, and we were being 
adopted. He has brought such joy to 
our lives! We are lucky to have him call 
us his “forever family.”

IndyFeral 
Winter Wish 
List
Vicks® Vaporizers

Yesterday’s News® 
cat litter

Wet kitten food

Dry cat food

Bleach

Laundry Detergent

Dish soap

Copy paper

Gerber® baby food 
meat with broth — no garlic or 
onion powder

Cat carriers
any size

Trash bags
30 gallon

Distilled water

Page 4

Feral Focus

IndyFeral, Inc. • PO Box 30054 • Indianapolis, IN 46230-0054 • www.IndyFeral.org

AC_32-BNEW_INIF2
12BBDNEW Winter 12 Newsletter
Element:  INS (outside - page 4)
Form Size:  17” x 11” Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67”
Inks:  CMYK Stock:  60# White Offset

AC_32-BNEW_INIF2
12BBDNEW Winter 12 Newsletter
Element:  INS (outside - page 1)
Form Size:  17” x 11” Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67”
Inks:  CMYK Stock:  60# White Offset

Milo

Stay connected 
with IndyFeral 
on Facebook
www.facebook.com/IndyFeral

Twitter
http://twitter.com/IndyFeral

Stay connected 
with the feral 
cat community 
by joining 
IndyFeral’s 
email list.
It’s quick and easy and 
gives you the latest news, 
events and requests for 
volunteer involvement in 
your email.

Visit www.IndyFeral.org 
to sign up!

Saved by 
Feral Freedom and 
adopted through 

Southside Animal Shelter

Showcasing how your gifts are improving the lives of neighborhood cats  Winter 2012

To view other cats and kittens up for adoption at Southside, visit www.ssasi.org

Round #: 3  Date: 12/6/11



Feral Freedom Saves Lives

Story de Boots. . . I Still Miss Her by Ann B.

Do your cats or kittens need vaccinations? 

FACE Wellness Clinic Hours

Monday - Friday: 2:00pm to 5:15pm

Saturday: 10:00am to 2:00pm 

Sunday: 11:00am to 3:00pm 

Questions? Call (317) 686-3223
www.facespayneuter.org

Once upon a time, there was a cat that came to our 
house on an early spring morning. We noticed her when 
we took bread out to the pair of mallard ducks who were 
grubbing for something to eat. This white, grey and 
black girlie must have been hungry, as she chased the 
ducks away and ate the bread!

I carried a bowl of food out to the side yard and put 
it under a yew tree. Late that afternoon, she was seen 
gobbling down the contents of that bowl! The following 
morning, I noticed this feral feline was sitting under the 
yew and again I took food out to her.

The bread stealer stuck around. I stayed at a distance 
while she ate, and started talking to her. She paid no 
attention to me. By early May, she was allowing me to 
gain a bit of ground on her without her running away. 
Eventually, when it was time to feed her, she was sitting 
on the back steps, waiting. 

I decided to give this feline a name. Since she 
had four white feet, I named her Boots. Boots and 
I were more or less soul touchers. We touched one 
another using cat-human conversation. It wasn’t until 
the following winter that Boots allowed me to touch her 
physically. I could tell she was apprehensive, but wanted 
very much to be touched. 

The winter was very cold. Boots had been sleeping 
under our porch. I opened the garage door just enough 
to allow her to slide under it and find refuge. We left the 

garage door cracked open the rest of the winter, but it 
was a while before Boots finally felt safe enough to stay 
in the garage on extra cold nights. 

She spent spring and summer and most of fall eating 
under the yew, warming her bones around the bushes in 
the yard, and traipsing all over the neighborhood. It got 
so Boots knew when I was outside, as she came running 
to greet me. We put in a pet door for the garage the next 
winter, and it took only a couple times of coaxing her 
through the door before she got the hang of it. 

One night in August, Boots was hit and killed by 
a car. If I had saved 
my tears, I could have 
watered the grass seed 
over her grave. I still 
miss my beautiful 
tagalong Boots. But I 
would never trade the 
two years Boots was 
with me for anything 
in the world. She 
taught me a lot. She 
had courage and 
eventual trust, and was a cat with much love to give this 
old lady. Giving her my love was easy.

IndyFeral is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping 
neighborhood cats in 
the Indianapolis area 
by creating resources 
to provide food, 
shelter, spay/neuter, 
and medical care. Our 
mission is to reduce 
the stray and feral cat 
overpopulation through 
the non-lethal method 
of trap-neuter-return 
(TNR), not trap and kill. 

2012 Board of 
Directors

Chris Pierce, President

Debbie Marlett, 
Treasurer

Melissa Pollard, 
Secretary

Margaret Gilbride

Andrea Riffey

Deepika Sathe 

Staff

Lisa Tudor, 
Executive Director

Paula Jones, 
Medical Coordinator

Theresa Brown, 
Spayday Coordinator

Alicia Bundy, DVM 
Kaija Platacis, DVM 

Direct questions or 
change of address to 
contact@IndyFeral.org 
or call 317.596.2300.

In 2010, IndyFeral launched the 
Feral Freedom program with Indianapolis 
Animal Care and Control (IACC). We 
pulled 581 feral cats from the shelter, 
which resulted in an 11% decrease in cat 
euthanasia. In 2011, we expanded this life-
saving program and increased the number 
of cats saved thanks to the support from 
the FACE Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic 
and Southside Animal Shelter. The goal 
of the program is to reduce the killing of 
stray and feral cats and kittens who are 
trapped and brought to the city shelter. 

Eartipped cats are released by IACC 
to IndyFeral volunteers and returned to 
their colonies. Non-eartipped cats are not 
so fortunate. Since feral cats and kittens 
are not socialized to people, they are not 
adoption candidates or appropriate to 
live as indoor cats. Their only outcome 
at the city shelter is euthanasia. The Feral 
Freedom program allows IndyFeral to 
match neighborhood cats surrendered to 
IACC to managed colonies/caretakers in 
their neighborhoods. All cats are sterilized, 
vaccinated and eartipped for identification 
before returning to their outdoor homes. 
Sterilizing the cats also greatly reduces 
the nuisance/mating behaviors associated 
with unaltered cats that may have led 
to their trip to the city shelter in the 
first place. 

IndyFeral coordinates the program 
with IACC, removing the cats deemed 
inappropriate for adoption, identifying the 

appropriate caretaker/colony, providing 
surgery/medical care as needed either 
in the IndyFeral clinic or at FACE, and 
coordinating adoption candidates through 
Southside Animal Shelter or other shelters 
and rescue organizations, as available. For 
feral kittens that cannot be safely returned 
to their colonies or neighborhoods due to 
a hostile habitat or a medical condition, 
an alternate placement will be sought 
as resources allow. If you would like to 
help foster and socialize feral kittens in 
preparation for adoption, please contact 
Robin@ssasi.org. 

Feral Freedom is an initiative of Best 
Friends Animal Society and is quickly 
becoming the best practice for saving stray 
and feral cats from municipal shelters. 
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IndyFeral provided TNR package for Boots and 
information resources on living with outside cats.

Round #: 3  Date: 12/6/11
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Saturday: 10:00am to 2:00pm 

Sunday: 11:00am to 3:00pm 

Questions? Call (317) 686-3223
www.facespayneuter.org

Once upon a time, there was a cat that came to our 
house on an early spring morning. We noticed her when 
we took bread out to the pair of mallard ducks who were 
grubbing for something to eat. This white, grey and 
black girlie must have been hungry, as she chased the 
ducks away and ate the bread!

I carried a bowl of food out to the side yard and put 
it under a yew tree. Late that afternoon, she was seen 
gobbling down the contents of that bowl! The following 
morning, I noticed this feral feline was sitting under the 
yew and again I took food out to her.

The bread stealer stuck around. I stayed at a distance 
while she ate, and started talking to her. She paid no 
attention to me. By early May, she was allowing me to 
gain a bit of ground on her without her running away. 
Eventually, when it was time to feed her, she was sitting 
on the back steps, waiting. 

I decided to give this feline a name. Since she 
had four white feet, I named her Boots. Boots and 
I were more or less soul touchers. We touched one 
another using cat-human conversation. It wasn’t until 
the following winter that Boots allowed me to touch her 
physically. I could tell she was apprehensive, but wanted 
very much to be touched. 

The winter was very cold. Boots had been sleeping 
under our porch. I opened the garage door just enough 
to allow her to slide under it and find refuge. We left the 

garage door cracked open the rest of the winter, but it 
was a while before Boots finally felt safe enough to stay 
in the garage on extra cold nights. 

She spent spring and summer and most of fall eating 
under the yew, warming her bones around the bushes in 
the yard, and traipsing all over the neighborhood. It got 
so Boots knew when I was outside, as she came running 
to greet me. We put in a pet door for the garage the next 
winter, and it took only a couple times of coaxing her 
through the door before she got the hang of it. 

One night in August, Boots was hit and killed by 
a car. If I had saved 
my tears, I could have 
watered the grass seed 
over her grave. I still 
miss my beautiful 
tagalong Boots. But I 
would never trade the 
two years Boots was 
with me for anything 
in the world. She 
taught me a lot. She 
had courage and 
eventual trust, and was a cat with much love to give this 
old lady. Giving her my love was easy.
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In 2010, IndyFeral launched the 
Feral Freedom program with Indianapolis 
Animal Care and Control (IACC). We 
pulled 581 feral cats from the shelter, 
which resulted in an 11% decrease in cat 
euthanasia. In 2011, we expanded this life-
saving program and increased the number 
of cats saved thanks to the support from 
the FACE Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic 
and Southside Animal Shelter. The goal 
of the program is to reduce the killing of 
stray and feral cats and kittens who are 
trapped and brought to the city shelter. 

Eartipped cats are released by IACC 
to IndyFeral volunteers and returned to 
their colonies. Non-eartipped cats are not 
so fortunate. Since feral cats and kittens 
are not socialized to people, they are not 
adoption candidates or appropriate to 
live as indoor cats. Their only outcome 
at the city shelter is euthanasia. The Feral 
Freedom program allows IndyFeral to 
match neighborhood cats surrendered to 
IACC to managed colonies/caretakers in 
their neighborhoods. All cats are sterilized, 
vaccinated and eartipped for identification 
before returning to their outdoor homes. 
Sterilizing the cats also greatly reduces 
the nuisance/mating behaviors associated 
with unaltered cats that may have led 
to their trip to the city shelter in the 
first place. 
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with IACC, removing the cats deemed 
inappropriate for adoption, identifying the 
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in the IndyFeral clinic or at FACE, and 
coordinating adoption candidates through 
Southside Animal Shelter or other shelters 
and rescue organizations, as available. For 
feral kittens that cannot be safely returned 
to their colonies or neighborhoods due to 
a hostile habitat or a medical condition, 
an alternate placement will be sought 
as resources allow. If you would like to 
help foster and socialize feral kittens in 
preparation for adoption, please contact 
Robin@ssasi.org. 

Feral Freedom is an initiative of Best 
Friends Animal Society and is quickly 
becoming the best practice for saving stray 
and feral cats from municipal shelters. 
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IndyFeral provided TNR package for Boots and 
information resources on living with outside cats.
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IndyFeral outreach volunteer Patty 
Woods provides Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) education to individuals who are 
trapping and taking cats to Indianapolis 
Animal Care and Control (IACC). She 
explains that feral cats are not appropriate 
for adoption into a traditional home 
setting and have only one outcome at the 
shelter — euthanasia. Most of the people 
she talks to are appalled to find out the 
cats will be killed and explain they would 
not have taken them to IACC if they had 
known. They believed that the cats would 
be adopted. Many had been taking cats to 
IACC for years as their colonies grew to 
overwhelming levels. 

As it is now, IACC can’t save and 
support the overwhelming number 
of accidental litters, stray, and family 
cats brought through the shelter doors 
everyday. Nearly 72% of the cats that 
enter government-run city shelters are 
killed due to lack of resources. For feral 
(unsocialized) cats/kittens brought to 
IACC in traps, the kill rate rises to 
virtually 100%. Last year, 3,500 cats /
kittens were killed at IACC due to lack 

of homes or not enough space at the 
shelter. Patty explains to people how 
TNR offers a humane, non-lethal method 
to stop the unchecked breeding of the 
cats without harming them. Once these 
residents understand the scope of the cat 
overpopulation crisis in Indianapolis, and 
the non-lethal TNR options available 
through IndyFeral and FACE, those who 
had been routinely taking cats to IACC 
agree to take these cats back after surgery, 
vaccination, and eartip. 

In 2011, over 100 citizens who were 
previously trapping and taking cats to 
IACC were enrolled as caretakers in our 
TNR program. The new caretakers also 
receive information on food, sheltering, 
adoption and medical resources available 
to assist them in caring for their outdoor 
cats. The most gratifying thing to Patty 
about working in the neighborhoods and 
talking with the residents is that people are 
grateful for an alternative to euthanasia, 
and breaking the cycle of trap and kill. 

Breaking the Cycle of Trap and Kill

IndyFeral Receives a $100,000 
Grant from PetSmart Charities® 

IndyFeral was honored in 2011 with a $100,000 
grant from PetSmart Charities® to launch a two-year 
neighborhood cat initiative in collaboration with the 
FACE Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic on Massachusetts 
Avenue. The initiative will provide free spay/neuter 
services for neighborhood cats in Indianapolis for 
caretakers who live in ZIP codes 46201 and 46203. These 
two ZIP codes have historically had the highest rate of 
cat intake at Indianapolis Animal Care and Control. 
They are also plagued with the highest rate of abandoned 
animals in the city, which has been exacerbated by the 
recent economic, housing, and foreclosure crisis. Many 
animals are not even taken to a shelter. Instead, they are 
being turned out on the street or left behind without 
food or water. The residents who live in the target ZIP 
codes are the least equipped to help stray and feral cats 
due to their limited financial means or transportation — 
25% of residents do not own a vehicle. 

The goal of the initiative is to reduce the 
neighborhood cat crisis in Indianapolis by increasing 
spay/neuter capacity and Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
services. Outside cats are the greatest source of cat 
overpopulation and produce 80% of the cats and kittens 
that flood the shelters. 

“I am so glad for IndyFeral’s help and for PetSmart 
Charities'® financial support. Right now, it takes my 

whole paycheck to pay my bills. IndyFeral and PetSmart 
Charities® allowed me to help the cats that live in my 
backyard and give them a better life,” said Mildred G. 

To help combat cat overpopulation, the FACE Spay/
Neuter Clinic recently launched the Neighborhood Cat 
Program for free-roaming cats. Ellen Robinson, executive 
director of the FACE 
clinic states, “cats 
survive and continue 
to reproduce even in 
the most challenging 
outdoor situations. 
The only way to get 
a handle on the cat 
population is through 
very aggressive spay/
neuter efforts. Our 
Neighborhood Cat 
Program is designed 
to make it as easy 
as possible for 
Indianapolis residents 
to neuter and care for these outdoor cats.” 

IndyFeral hosts spay/neuter clinics every Thursday 
and two Sundays a month, staffed by volunteers. There 
is a waiting list of more than 500 cats. 

“  I am so glad for IndyFeral’s help and for PetSmart Charities'® � nancial 
support. Right now it takes my whole paycheck to pay my bills. IndyFeral 
and PetSmart Charities® allowed me to help the cats that live in my 
backyard and give them a better life.” – Mildred G.

After the loss of my mother, 
my husband and I had been going 
to PetSmart on the weekends to 
do what we called “pet therapy.” 
Holding the cats always seemed to 
lift my spirits. Imagine my surprise 
when a little 4-month-old kitten 
curled up in my arms and licked 
my neck and face non-stop. He 
then did the same to my husband. 

We left for supplies and when we 
came back, this little kitten saw us 
and came running. He obviously 
had chosen us, and we were being 
adopted. He has brought such joy to 
our lives! We are lucky to have him call 
us his “forever family.”
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